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Help for today. Hope for tomorrow.

Do you sometimes read Scripture, like | do, and your response to a verse is “say
what?” | do that quite a bit actually. A phrase that caught my attention and made me
think it the other day was one out of Mark 8:10, which says, “When Jesus heard this he
was AMAZED and said to those who followed him, “I te Il you the truth, | have not
found such faith in anyone in Israel!” Our God was amazed at the Centurion’s faith.

As | meditated on it, | realized that there were a few obvious observations. First, he
was a ROMAN centurion, not an Israelite. It was one thing for a Hebrew, who had grown
up all his life hearing about God, believing He could heal, but it would have been much
more of a surprise for an outsider to exhibit faith like this.

And second, his faith was strong enough to believe that Jesus could do the miracle
without even showing up or for him having to see it. That is surprising as well, because

we as humans have a huge propensity to want to live in the seen world.

But | began to think about the
fact that it ultimately amazed Jesus
because it wasn't common. Think
about it. If that kind of faith was ex-
hibited by most people, it would
have been normal, not surprising.

| had to ask myself how | would
have responded. | so badly want to
live a life of faith that is pleasing to
the Lord (Heb. 11:6). But is that
kind of humility and ultimately belief
in what God can do a part of my
every day life? Or would God be
amazed at me if | exhibited that
kind of response?

Let's pray for each other.
Would you commit to praying for us
as we will you to ask God to grow
our faith in Him? That we would
sacrificially follow Him and raise the
next generation that will do it as
well?

Please pray for Lacey
as she leaves this Friday,
June 17th, for an 18 day mission
trip to Uganda, Africa. Her team
will be doing Bible schools, working
at orphanages, and piercing the ears
of street kids so that

witch doctors don't
sacrifice them, as
they become
unacceptable.
Join us in asking
God for safety
during travel
and for Hi
favor.
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Salem Elementary has been such a blessing to us and God has used it to truly, not
just give our younger kids an education, but provide teachers who love and care
about them. Christa especially had some great teachers who helped with her
special needs.

Eric’s mom paid for us to have a pool membership again this year and the kids
love it! It's the highlight of their days. The youngest 3 are taking swim lessons and
it's a great way to get some exercise and energy out.

Please continue to pray for our hearts and emotions regarding our support. It's
been a much slower spring than anticipated and, with car repairs and medical tests
on top of regular salary needs, we find ourselves in a very tight spot.

It was a great
time seeing
Lacey graduate
in May. The
whole family
joined the
celebration and
she felt honored.

The family also had
a special ceremony
where we passed
her the baton of our
faith to take into
future generations
as she goes out.

Anna (left)
turned 12 in
June and got to
celebrate with
her best friend &
favorite cake.

Tyler played his
first baseball this
spring and really

loved it.

Sophie loves being
outside, although
she’s never caught
any fish in the
horse trough.




